[Yersinia enterocolitica infections and thalassemia major in children].
We report two cases of severe Yersinia enterocolitica infection in children with homozygous thalassemia. One patient had septicemia and the other had mesenteric adenitis. Two factors can enhance the infectivity of Yersinia enterocolitica in children with thalassemia: iron overload and deferoxamine therapy. Laparotomy and cefotaxime-netilmicin therapy were successful in the patient with mesenteric adenitis. In the patient with septicemia, cefotaxime-netilmicin, then doxycycline-netilmicin failed, and recovery was finally achieved under rifampicin-netilmicin. Because of the possibility of septicemic dissemination secondary to digestive Yersinia enterocolitica infection in children with thalassemia, we advocate immediate discontinuation of deferoxamine and prescription of oral antimicrobial therapy (trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole for instance) in every thalassemic patient with febrile diarrhea.